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Harold Nunn
High School during World War I

My name is Harold Nunn and | am 81 years old. |
was born in Hardwick and have lived here all my life until
| retired fifteen years ago. My grandmother married a
Civil War soldier in Stowe. My father and sister died of
the disease called tuberculosis. In 1941 when | worked
at Camp Wapanacki, | had an incident that made me
think maybe | had TB. The director sent me to a New
York hospital and they noticed a trace of it on my lung but
it has since healed.

When | was young | was interested in physics and
chemistry. | planned to take them in high school. The
year | was set to take those courses, the school did not
offer them. | was disappointed not to be able to take
them so | dropped out of high school in my junior year. |
taught myself how to fix electronic equipment like radios
and so forth. Around 1943, at the site of the old CCC
Camp in Waterbury, they offered classes in machine
shop and radio. | went for a short time before it closed.
After that | learned by myself by reading books. | thought
| was going into the service and | wanted to learn as
much as | could about radio so that | could do better on
the test.

| wasn't taken into the service because | didn’t pass
my physical. They didn’t tell me why but | thought it
might have something to do with TB.

In 1948, there was another crisis in Berlin and the
United States re-instituted the draft. | was drafted and
this time they took me.



. | wasn’t totally surprised'when | heard that the

Japanese had bombed Pearl Harbor. | was listening to
the New York Philharmonic on the radio when they
broke in with the news. Because of my interest in the
world and the news, | had heard two weeks earlier that
we had sent patrols out into the Philippines to
investigate something concerning Japan.

After the war started, certain items were in short
supply. You needed to have certain stamps to buy food. _
Sugar, gas and coffee were really hard to get. Most
people would not be able to go too far. Everyone
- watched their gas except the farmers who got extra
rations. It was possible to get out of town, but only if you
had a good reason.

At the end of the war in Asia in August of that year,
there was a large celebration in Hardwick and | joined
~ my friends at a dance at Joe’s Pond.
| am retired and now live in Stannard, Vermoni.
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