


Lorraine Hussey
Junior High school student during WW II

My name is Lorraine Hussey. I was born on February 21,
1928. I have 6 brothers and sisters. I was born in Greensboro
Bend, Vermont. By the time I was in Junior High we had moved
from Greensboro Bend to Hardwick.

I went to school in Hardwick during World War II. There
were schools were at Jackson Bridge, Mackville, West Hill, and
in town, Hardwick Academy. I attended Hardwick Academy.
There was no kindergarten because the schools were small. The
girls wore dresses but no slacks or shorts. The boys wore pants
and shirts but no shorts or muscle shirts. At the schools, we
picked up scrap metal for the war. Because we picked up lots of
metal, we received an award. We listened to the radios SO we
could get our current events on Friday. But I had trouble
because my father always wanted to listen to something else.

People had a lot of fun in Hardwick. My friends and I went
to the dances at Joes Pond, if we could get there. The Dunbar
band would play. We also went bowling. They had pin boys to
reset the pins. My father and his friend used to go bowling and
when he bowled, he threw the ball so hard that the pins went
flying and the pin boys wouldn’t want to reset the pins for him
anymore. We often went to the Idle Hour Theater to watch



movies. We went shopping for clothes at the Five and Dime
store. Some people even went skiing if they had the skis. Also
at the end of the war there was a big street dance I remember
going to it with my friends but I don’t remember if it was after
the end of the war in Europe or Japan.

The hardest thing to get used to during the war was the
rationing. People were only allowed to have a certain amount of
food and gas. Of course, farmers had plenty of gas for work on
the farm. Eggs, sugar, and even meat was hard to get a lot of
during this time. I remember once I was baking a cake, and it
came out awful! My mother said, “Well, sugar and dairy are
hard to come by these days.” That was the end of my cooking
career at least till I moved out. So that’s why it was very
important to plan your meals carefully.

We girls used to wear cotton dresses; we never wore shorts!
Also there were teddy bear coats. You could get blue, red, or
green. But my frien_g 3¢ Racette’s mother owned Racette’s
Clothing Shop, so ~Tc}~was able to get a white teddy bear coat
and we were all envious of that. They said there were nylon
stockings but the only thing we had was rayon stockings that
bagged at your ankles and took forever to dry. There were a few
clothing shops in town like Racette’s Clqthing Shop even
though there were a few shops in town, Ms. Lavoie made our
clothes for us.






