


Roger LeCours

Elementary school student during World War II

My name is Mr. LeCours, I was born on May twenty
seventh 1936, I was one of thirteen children. We lived on a
farm on Center Road just outside of the village of Hardwick,

Vermont.

A lot of people around the town helped the war effort.
One thing is, mothers baked cakes and sent them in boxes to
the men and women out at war. The people from the town
would walk around town and collect scrap metal, and anything
like old car parts so they could build tanks and guns. After the
town collected enough metal for the war, the town of Hardwick
got an award for donating scrap metal and other materials.
One more thing the town did was to donate clothes so the men
could be warm. The other kids and I always ran up the hill
behind the school and collected milk weed pods and the
teachers sent them to the companies that made the pilots’
jackets. These are some things the town of Hardwick did to

help the war effort.

In 1940 I was a boy that lived on a farm during the war.
Rationing was common for most people, except for farmers,
because they had animals and they could get gasoline easier

than other people. There was rationing for some people on
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vegetables, meat, milk, butter, sugar, gasoline, and rubber. Most
of the time people had to use margarine which is fake butter.
When there was not much sugar the kids who wanted sugar

used condensed milk.

Not all families had a car in the beginning of the war, but
as the war went on more people began to buy them. It became
very common that a student came to school and said that his
or her family got a car. When my father was young the family
went to church in a horse and buggy. If you had a car you
didn’t need to go far, because everything was in Hardwick, like
stores and everything you needed. Trains came in handy if

you wanted to travel a far distance.

One of the things we liked to do were sports. 1 had a big
family; you know that already. We would play, my brothers and
[ mostly, baseball and football. We were told by our parents to
play touch football, but we would sometimes break the rules
and we would play tackle instead. We also played basketball.
We played basketball a lot during the winter in the barn. In
high school, we had a jr. varsity and a regular varsity team as
well. I also remember that we had a girls’ basketball team.

There was a Saturday Night League for the kids who couldn’t
play on the varsity team because they had too many chores. My
family lived on a farm and had a lot of chores. We also did a lot

of exercise. My brother, who was a year older than I was, got a






