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Introduction 
 
 This collection is composed of the papers of Elliott Adams (1838-1919), Civil 
War veteran and photographer, of Wilmington, Vermont, and Chelsea, Massachusetts, 
and other family members.  The collection was donated to the Vermont Historical Society 
by Laura F. (Mrs. Edward C.) Banfield in August 2000 (ms. acc. no. 2000.10).  The 
collection is stored in one flip top archival box and occupies .25 linear feet of shelf space. 
  
Biographical Notes 
 
 Elliott Adams (1838-1919) was the third child of Ansil Adams (1808-1858) and 
Lucinda Colman (1811-1870) who were married in 1831.  Elliott married Sarah E. Wells 
of Wilmington, Vermont, in 1872.  Elliott Adams served in the 16th Regiment, Co. F, 
Vermont Volunteers during the Civil War.  Shortly after the war Elliott and Sarah moved 
to Chelsea, Massachusetts, where he worked as a photographer and was active in the 
GAR.  Elliott and Sarah Adams had an only child, Helen Moore Adams, who married 
Edward C. Banfield in 1912.  (Their son, Edward C. Banfield (1916-1999) was the 
donor’s husband.) 
 

Nathaniel Adams (1774-1864) was born in Nashua, New Hampshire, and died in 
Wilmington, Vermont.  He married Abigail Miller (1779-1851) of Wilmington.  Their 
third child was Ansil Adams, father of Elliott Adams. 
 
Scope & Content 
 
 This collection is rather unfocused, though the bulk of it deals with some aspects 
of the life of Elliott Adams.  There is a diary kept by Elliott’s father, Ansil, in the years 
1844-1848, which tell of his life as a farmer in Wilmington, Vermont.  The daily entries 
are brief, but give a good idea of the variety of tasks involved in early farming, and an 
active church life.  There are some records and accounts of Elliott’s experiences in the 
Civil War, including settling up his dry goods store accounts before going into the army.  
His post-war career as a photographer, partly in Chelsea, Massachusetts, partly in 
Gloucester, Massachusetts, has scant coverage.  There are a number of letters from his 
future wife, correspondence involving the settling of his father’s estate, and some records 
of the cost of setting up his married home.  The few remaining papers involve his 
daughter, and his in-laws.  There is also a collection of photographs, including ones of 
some Adams graves in Wilmington, of assorted Wells relatives, and various Banfields. 
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Related Collections 
 
 A tintype of Elliott Adams in his Civil War uniform has been stored with the VHS 
tintype collection, FB-27. 
 
Inventory 
 
 MSA 240:1 Adams family genealogy  
 2 Ansil Adams (1808-1858) papers 

  Photocopies of 1836 deeds 
   Diary, 1844-1848 
   Promissory note 1857 
   Settling of Ansil’s estate, 1870-1872 

 3 Elliott Adams (1838-1919) papers 
   Sale of store goods before entering the Army, 1862 
   Civil War record, described in his later life. 
                      4 _____, photography business, in Chelsea, Massachusetts, 1870-1875 
                      5 Sarah Wells letters to Elliott, their wedding announcements, various 

financial matters, letter from Elliott’s mother to Elliott, 1908 Lincoln 
Farm Association certificate, and the obituary of Elliott Adams. 

                      6 Helen Moore Adams Banfield correspondence, including a letter from 
Elliott of 1906 and a note of 1947 shortly before her death.. 

                      7 Martha Jane Wells Moore letters, of 1945. 
                      8 Estate of George W. Wells, and the “Improved Phreno-chart” of 

George W. Wells, made in 1853. 
                      9 Photographs of various Adams graves in Wilmington, of Sarah Wells 

(Adams), Helen Moore Adams (Banfield) and Sarah’s mother, and of  
  Edward C. and Hope Banfield, Helen Adams Banfield.  
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