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Introduction 
 
 The Blair Family papers consist of letters, receipts, account books, miscellaneous 
local school and church records, and photographs of three generations of Barnet farmers: 
Robert Blair (1755-1821), his sons, John (b. 1785), Robert (1790-1806?), Alexander 
(1792-1883), and Joseph (1796-1878), and the latter’s son, Gilbert (1838-1915). 
 
 The papers were given to the Vermont Historical Society by Agnes R. Shaw and 
Katharine S. Johnston of Montpelier, great-great grandaughters of Robert Blair who 
immigrated from Scotland in 1784 (ms. acc. no. 95.7). 
 
 The collection occupies one linear foot of shelf space and is shelved in two boxes. 
 
Biographical Notes 
 
 Robert Blair (1755-May 21, 1821), the first member of his family to settle in 
Barnet, was born in Bucklyvie, Stirlingshire, Scotland.  He married Margaret McLuckie 
(or McLackie?) (1753-December 13, 1833) on May 10, 1784 in Greenock, Scotland.  
According to Frederic P. Wells’ History of Barnet, Vermont (1923), the couple sailed for 
America soon after their wedding and “reached Barnet in August, settling on the farm 
still owned by their great-greatgrandson, Joseph Blair, which has been in the family 
without change.” (VHS 974.31 B264w 1975) 
 
 Robert and Margaret Blair’s family of eight children included four sons:  John  
(b. May 28, 1785), Robert (September 10, 1790-ca. 1806), Alexander (March 30, 1792-
April 14, 1883), and Joseph (September 10, 1796-September 28, 1878). 
 
 Alexander Blair lived in Corydon, Indiana, from 1815 to 1819; by 1823, he had 
returned to Barnet, was farming and had married Jean Gilfillan (b. ca. 1887), daughter of 
Robert Gilfillan of that town. 
 
 Joseph Blair married Marion Gilfillan (ca. February 3, 1803-November 30, 1861), 
the daughter of Robert and Jean (McIndoe) Gilfillan on March 26, 1823.  Joseph farmed 
the Barnet homestead.  In 1829 he was commissioned as a Lieutenant in the Vermont 
militia.  Like his father, he was a trustee of the Third School District in Barnet and was 
the treasurer of the Presbyterian Society of Barnet. 
 
 Joseph and Marion Blair’s children included:  Jane (September 2, 1825-May 12, 
1911) who never married and lived at home, according to the donors of the papers; 
Margaret and Phebe who were children when they died in May 1842; and, Gilbert 
(January 26, 1838-March 7, 1915) who worked the family farm.  Gilbert married 
Elizabeth Batchelder (b. August 22, 1850) of Ryegate on June 4, 1877.  Their daughter, 
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Nellie Marion (April 29, 1880-1979), married Frank Gould Shaw (dates?) on August 23, 
1905; they were the parents of the donors of the Blair Family Papers. 
 
 Photocopies of the Blair and Gilfillan genealogies from Wells’ History of Barnet, 
Vermont are located in MSA 143:0. 
 
Scope & Content Note 
 
 The collection consists of family letters, receipts, account books, miscellaneous 
local school and church records and photographs related to three generations of Barnet 
farmers.  The important individuals in the papers are, Robert Blair (1755-1821), his sons, 
John (b. 1785), Robert (1790-1806?), Alexander (1792-1883), and Joseph (1796-1878), 
and the latter’s son, Gilbert (1838-1915).  The papers in the collection date from 1784 
and extend through the end of the nineteenth century.  
 
 About half of the collection consists of materials related to Robert Blair, the first 
member of his family to immigrate to Barnet from Scotland in 1784.  The Robert Blair 
papers consist for the most part of letters written to him between 1786 and 1818 by 
family members who remained in Scotland (MSA143:1-11).  Robert’s son, Alexander, 
wrote a smaller group of letters to his family between 1815 and 1819 when he was living 
in Corydon, Indiana (MSA143:12-14). 
 
 Materials related to Joseph Blair (1796-1878), Robert’s youngest son, comprise 
approximately a quarter of the collection.  Although these consist largely of his account 
books and receipts (MSA144: 2-8), the papers reflect Joseph’s responsibilities as a trustee 
of Barnet’s Third School District (MSA144:12) and as treasurer of the Barnet 
Presbyterian Meeting House (MSA144:11).  A few letters to Joseph from his Scottish 
relatives in 1827, continue the connection with that branch of the family established by 
his father (MSA144:1). 
 
 The remainder of the collection consists of a few receipts signed by Robert’s sons 
Alexander and John (MSA144:17), and an undated account book that belonged to 
Joseph’s son, Gilbert.  Photographs in the collection include portraits of Joseph and 
Marion G. Blair (ca. 1850) as well as pictures of Gilbert, his sister Jane, and his six 
children at the family farm (ca. 1895). 
 
Organization 
 
 The papers are organized in five series: 
  I. First Generation:  1786-1822, Robert Blair (1755-1821) 
  II. Second Generation:1818-1878, John (b.1785), Alexander (1792-1883), 

Joseph (1796-1878), and the latter’s wife, Marion Gilfillan Blair, 
(1803-1861) 

  III. Third Generation:  undated, Gilbert (1838-1915) 
  IV. Photographs, ca. 1850 and 1895 
  IV. Miscellaneous 
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Series Description 
 
I. First Generation:  Robert Blair (1755-1821) 
 Letters to Robert Blair written by his relatives in Scotland between 1786 and 1818 
comprise a large part of this series.  Family members who remained in Scotland after 
Robert and his wife Margaret emigrated in 1784 were:  Robert’s father, John (d. 
December, 1799), his brothers, Joseph and Peter (dates?), and his sister, Janet (d. August 
1, 1827), as well as Margaret’s brother, Robert McLuckie (McLackie?), who died March 
18, 1825. 
 
 All of the aforementioned are correspondents or are referred to in the letters 
(MSA143:1-11).  The letter writers focus on family matters and they are frequently 
prompted to write with news of ill health or death.  In a March 3, 1800 letter, Robert 
Blair learns of the death of his father in December 1789 and that of his mother “a 
twelvemonth some days before your father” (MSA143:4). 
 
 In a series of letters to his parents and his brother Joseph, Alexander Blair 
describes his life in Ohio and Indiana between 1817 and 1819.  Alexander remained in 
Corydon, Indiana for several years working at various occupations (MSA143:12-14). 
 
 Miscellaneous documents include: Robert and Margaret Blair’s marriage 
certificate dated May 10, 1784 in Greenock, Scotland and an 1805 indenture (with a 
transcript) for Robert Blair Jr. as an apprentice joiner to Andrew Lindsay of Barnet 
(MSA143:18). 
 
II. Second Generation: John Blair (b. 1785), Alexander Blair (1792-1883), Joseph (1796-
1878), and the latter’s wife, Marion Gilfillan Blair (1803?-1861). 
 Most of the papers in this series concern Joseph Blair, the youngest of Robert 
Blair’s sons, and many of these are his receipts and account books (MSA144:2-8).  A 
letter from Scottish relatives in 1827 informs Joseph and his mother of the death of her 
brother, Robert McLuckie, on March 18, 1825; in an 1827 inquiry, a Scottish cousin asks 
Joseph about prospects in America (MSA144:1). 
 
 Joseph Blair’s papers relating to the Presbyterian Society of Barnet, of which he 
was treasurer, include: an 1822 agreement to pay the minister’s salary, an undated bill for 
timber cut on Blair’s land for the meeting house, and an 1833 list of subscribers who 
agreeed to build a stone wall on the “burial ground in the center of Barnet” 
(MSA144:11). 
 
 As a stockholder in the Connecticut and Passumpsic Rivers Rail-Road Company, 
Joseph Blair received their annual reports (1849-1853) as well as other information for 
investors (MSA144:9). 
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 Miscellaneous items include: Joseph Blair’s April 21, 1829 commission as a 
Lieutenant in the Vermont militia, and the fragment of an 1829 indenture for William A. 
Hyndman to work on Blair’s farm (MSA144:13 and 14, respectively). 
 
 Both Robert and his son Joseph were clerks of Barnet’s Third School District.  
Receipts with both their names were removed from a leather pouch labeled “scool 
receipts” and filed in MSA143:11.  A typescript of an unidentified March 9, 1822 
document, gives the “specifications for building the school house in the 3d school district 
of Barnet” (MSA144:12). 
 
 Marion Gilfillan, daughter of Robert Gilfillan, married Joseph Blair in 1823.  
Little is known about her from the papers except for a hand made book of her recipes, 
ca.1830 (MSA144:16). 
 
III. Third Generation: Gilbert Blair (1838-1915) 
 The only item in the collection related to Gilbert Blair, the youngest son of Joseph 
Blair, is an undated account book (MSA144:18). 
 
IV. Photographs 
 Photographs in the papers include: a tintype in a case and a print of the same 
image of Marion G. Blair (ca. 1850), a daguerreotype in a case and a print of the same 
image of Joseph Blair (ca. 1850), and three photographs of the family farm (ca.1895) 
which include Gilbert Blair, his sister Jane, and his six children (MSA144:19). 
 
Related Collections 
 
 Related materials in the VHS Library are: the annual reports of the Connecticut 
and Passumpsic Rivers Rail-Road Company, for 1846, 1847, 1849, 1850, 1856, 1874 (Vt. 
R.R. pam). 
 
 Related Blair and Gilfillan family articles in the VHS Museum include: 
 • red wool and linen dresses worn by Margaret and Phebe Blair who died in 

1842 and a dress and accessories worn by Jane Blair in the 1840s 
(1993.12.1) 

 • 19th and 20th century clothing and accessories from the Blair and Gilfillan 
families; a newspaper announcing the deaths of Margaret and Phebe in 1842 
(1993.14.1) 

 • a bobbin of linen, twists of linen and several (woven) linens (1995.46.1). 
 
Inventory 
 
I. First Generation: Robert Blair (1755-1821) 
 MSA 143:1 Letters, from family in Scotland, 1786-1790 
 2 _____, _____, 1794-February 1796 
 3 _____, _____, March 1796-1799 
 4 _____, _____, 1800 
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 5 _____, _____, ca. 1800 
 6 _____, _____, 1802-1804 
 7 _____, _____, 1805 
 8 _____, _____, March 1807 
 9 _____, _____, April 1807-1809 
 10 _____, _____, 1816 
 11 _____, _____, 1818 
 12 _____, from Alexander Blair, 1815-September 1817 
 13 _____, _____, December 1817-June 1818 
 14 _____, _____, July 1818-March 1819 
 15 Receipts, 1797-1821 
 16 _____, school, 1798-1822 
 17 Estate, 1821-1834 
 18 Miscellaneous, 1784-1820 
 19 _____, undated   
II. Second Generation: John (b. 1785), Alexander (1792-1883), Joseph (1796-1878) and 

Marion G. (1803-1861)Blair 
 MSA 144: 1 Joseph Blair, letters, 1827 
 2 _____, account books, 1831, 1855 and 1870 
 3 _____, receipts, 1818-1829 
 4 _____, _____, 1830-1839 
 5 _____, _____, 1841-1849 
 6 _____, _____, 1850-1859 
 7 _____, _____, 1860-1869 
 8 _____, _____, 1870-1878 
 9 _____, Connecticut and Passumpsic Rivers Rail-Road Company, 

1848-1853 
 10 _____, fire insurance, 1862-1872 
 11 _____, Barnet Presbyterian Meeting House, 1822-1860 
 12 _____, Third School District, Barnet, 1822-1842  
 13 _____, miscellaneous, 1824-1842 
 14 _____, _____, 1844-1868 
 15 _____, undated 
 16 Marion G. Blair, cookbook, ca. 1830 
 17 John and Alexander Blair, receipts, 1800-1821 
III. Third Generation: Gilbert Blair (1838-1915) 
 18 Account book, undated 
IV. Photographs 
 19 Joseph and Marion Blair, ca. 1850 and Gilbert Blair and family, ca. 

1895 
V. Miscellaneous 
 20 Miscellaneous, unsigned and undated 

Priscilla Page 
Winter 1996
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This indenture witnesseth that Robert Blair of 
Barnet in the County of Caledonia & State of Vermont 
hath put & placed & by these presents doth put & bind  
out his son Robert Blair & the said Robert Blair Junr  
doth hereby put place & bind out himself as an apprentice 
to Andrew Lindsay of said Barnet to learn the art trade  
or mystery of a joiner  The said Robert Blair Junr after the 
manner of an apprentice to dwell with & serve the Andrews  
Lindsay from the day of this date hereof until the tenth day 
of September which will be in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred & eleven at which time the  
said apprentice if he should be living will be twenty one 
years of age during all which time or term the said appren 
tice his said Master well & faithfully serve his secrets keep 
and his lawful command everywhere at all times readily obey 
he shall do no damage to his said Master nor willfully 
suffer any to be done by others & if any to his knowledge be  
intended he shall give his master seasonable notice thereof. 
He shall not waste the goods of his said Master nor lend them  
unlawfully to any At cards, dice or any unlawful Game  
he shall not play.  Fornication he shall not commit nor 
Matrimony contract during the said term  taverns, Ale  
Houses or places of Gaming he shall not haunt or fre 
quent From the service of his said Master he shall not ab 
sent himself but in all things & at all time he shall  
carry & behave himself as a good  & faithful apprentice 
ought during the whole time or term aforesaid. 
And the Andrew Lindsay on his part doth hereby promise  
covenant & agree to teach & instruct the said apprentice 
or cause him to be taught & instructed in the art trade or 
calling of a joiner by the best way or means he can & also teach  
& instruct the said apprentice or cause him be taught and 
instructed to read write & cypher as far as the rule of three 
if the said apprentice be capable to learn & shall well & faith  
fully find & provide for the said apprentice Good & Sufficient  
meat drink clothing lodging & other necessaries fit &  
convenient for such an apprentice during the term aforesaid 
and at the expiration thereof shall give unto the said appren 
tice two suits of wearing apparell one suitable for the  
Lords day the other working days. 
 In testimony whereof the said parties have hereunto  
interchangeably set their Hand & Seal, the Eleventh day  
of June in the year of our Lord one Thousand eight  
Hundrend & five  Signed sealed & delivered in presence 
of 
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Atts James Buchanan    Andrew Lindsay 
 William Gilfillam    Robert Blair Junr 
       Robert Blair 
 

 


