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Introduction 
 

This collection consists of fifty years of daily records kept by Bertha Paisley 
Lambert Burt, a housewife who lived in Bennington, Vermont.  The diaries detail her 
daily household chores and interaction with family and friends.  The diaries were a gift of 
Mrs. Burt’s daughter, Ruth Elizabeth Burt Ekstrom, in September 2005 (ms. acc. no. 
2005.06).  The diaries and transcriptions are housed in two archival boxes (.75 linear 
feet). 
 
Biography 
 

Bertha Paisley Lambert Burt was born in Truro, Nova Scotia, 12 December 1892, 
daughter of Joseph Lambert and Harriet Paisley.  The family came to the United States 
when Bertha was eighteen months old.  They lived in Manchester, New Hampshire, until 
1905 when they moved to Bennington, Vermont.  Bertha graduated from Bennington 
High School in 1910 and taught school in Pownal, Vermont, and later in Bennington. 

 
Bertha Lambert married Ralph Amos Burt in Bennington on 9 October 1929.  

Ralph had been her classmate at Bennington High School.  He was the son of Sidney 
Burt who, with his brother Oliver, had started a men’s clothing store in Bennington in 
1893.  Ralph worked in the Bennington clothing store, Burt Brothers, along with Oliver’s 
son Eugene.  Ralph and Eugene eventually took over the business. 

 
A background essay (Folder 0), written by donor and daughter Ruth Ekstrom, 

provides additional biographical information and identifies the many relatives, neighbors, 
friends and members of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church with whom Bertha L. Burt 
interacted in the early period of the diaries. 

 
Bertha L. Burt died in Bennington, Vermont, on 9 March 1995 at the age of 102. 

 
Scope and Content 
 
 The collection consists of diaries kept over a fifty-year period by Bertha Paisley 
Lambert Burt, a Bennington, Vermont, housewife.  The donor has provided transcriptions 
for the first eleven years of the diaries; she has also provided an introductory essay to the 
collection (Folder 0).  An additional diary for the year 1926 was donated to the 
Bennington Museum; the transcription is included here. 
 

The diaries show the pattern of Bertha Burt’s days, weeks, and years.  Ralph 
would leave for work everyday at 8:30 in the morning and Bertha would wash and dry 
the breakfast dishes, do household chores, and prepare the main meal of the day, dinner at 
noontime.  Ralph would return home for dinner.  After dinner Bertha would change her 
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clothes and relax or attend a social event.  She prepared a light supper usually served 
around 6 pm.  Each day of the week had its assigned task: washing on Mondays, ironing 
on Tuesdays, and so forth.  The house was completely cleaned twice a year, a task that 
involved removing all of the furniture, books, drawer contents, rugs, and curtains from 
the room, cleaning the room thoroughly, and replacing them. 

 
The collection also includes recipe cards used by Mrs. Burt, an example of 

letterhead from Burt Brothers Clothing, World War II printed ephemera, and photographs 
of Ralph and Bertha Burt, the family home at 208 Division Street, and the interior of Burt 
Brothers Clothing store. 
 
Related Collections 
 
 The VHS museum collection includes a hand knit, three-piece dress made by 
Bertha Burt in 1937 (accession 2006.62) 
 Additional materials from the life of Bertha L. Burt are at the Bennington 
Museum.  See Folder 0 for a detailed list. 
 
Inventory 
 
 MSA 387:01 Diaries, 1937-1947 
 02 _____, 1948-1962 
 03 _____, 1963-1977 
 04 _____, 1978-1987 
 MSA 388:01 _____, transcript, 1926 
 02 _____, transcript, 1937 
 03 _____, transcript, 1938 
 04  _____, transcript, 1939 
 05 _____, transcript, 1940 
 06 _____, transcript, 1941 
 07 _____, transcript, 1942 
 08 _____, transcript, 1943 
 09 _____, transcript, 1944 
 10 _____, transcript, 1945 
 11 _____, transcript, 1946 
 12 _____, transcript, 1947 
 13 World War II ephemera including ration books, Vermont Council of 

Safety War Service Certificate, and air raid warden identification card, 
Red Cross certificates, Village of Bennington ID card, and selective 
service registration certificate. 

 14 Recipe cards (13 cards) 
 15  Burt Brothers Clothing letterhead 
 16 Photographs 
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