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Introduction 
  
 This collection consists of over 180 slips of paper of various sizes including 
promissory notes, account slips, and legal papers from James Udall and family of 
Hartford, Vermont.  When acquired through purchase in 2005 (ms. acc. no. 2005.12), the 
collection was contained in an 8”x 3” soft leather wallet, presently found in the 
museum’s education collection (non-accessioned).  The papers are housed in an archival 
flip-top box which occupies .25 linear feet of shelf space. 
 
Biographical Sketch 
 
 James Udall was born on Sept. 10, 1779, in Hartford (or possibly South 
Woodstock), Windsor County, Vermont.  He was the son of Samuel Udall (1739-1805) 
of Stonington, New London, Connecticut, and Lydia Chapman (of New London, Ct.).  
On Sept. 23, 1809, James married Sophiah Downer Champlin (born Sept. 7, 1791), 
daughter of William Champlin and Content Leeds Brown of Connecticut.  James and 
Sophiah had ten children:  Lydia Louise, Mary, Adeline, Sophiah, Caroline Verona, 
James Champlin, William Wallace, Elizabeth Carter, Edward Wheeler, and Henry 
Douglass Udall, as well as a foster or adopted son, Amos Dean Wheeler. 
  

During his lifetime in Hartford, James Udall held such public offices as 
selectman, town representative to the general assembly and probate court judge (1839-
1840), and was said to be a founding member of the local Masonic Lodge.   A Hartford 
town history cites the family as among “the leading and most influential families of the 
town”.  James’ grandfather, Lionel Udall, was among Hartford’s early immigrants and 
landowners.   

 
By the time the Udall family migrated from Stonington to Hartford, Vermont it 

was already linked to the Burtch/Burch/Birtch family by several marriages.  Benjamin 
Burtch settled in Hartford in 1766 as an original grantee with his wife, the former Anna 
Udall (1728- ), aunt of James.  Lionel Udall followed with his family some time later.  
Lionel’s son Samuel Udall purchased the Burtch farm in 1786 from William Burtch, son 
of Benjamin.  When Samuel Udall died in 1805, he left the 500-acre Quechee farm to his 
son James, with widow’s rights retained for his wife Sophiah.  In 1862, the property 
passed to Henry Douglass Udall, James’ youngest son.  The dwelling-house survives 
today, in nearly original condition, as a Vermont state historic preservation site.  The 
property is known alternatively as the Burtch-Udall Homestead and the Theron-Boyd 
Homestead. 
 
Scope and Content         
         
 The James Udall papers contain examples of the types of commerce transacted 
routinely on an early Vermont farm.  Goods and services were traded by those who had 
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them with those who did not.  One farmer might have grain and bricks to sell, while his 
neighbor might have hay and hides.  Since cash was a rare commodity, purchases were 
often paid for with i.o.u.’s.  Alternatively, records of sales were kept over time with the 
accounts being settled at intervals, using barter, cash or notes.  Detailed records had to be 
kept and these papers illustrate the accounting practices in use at the time. 
 
 The Udall papers, spanning the time period from 1798 to 1860, encompass James 
Udall’s long life as a farmer in Hartford, Vermont.  They illustrate the diversity of 
transactions of a 19th century life – promissory notes both payable and receivable, sales 
slips, legal settlements, bill collection lists, agreements for exchange of services, deeds,  
account settlements,  and other family papers. 
 
Related Collections and Materials 
 
 Searching for Signs of Quechee’s Early Settlement:  An Archeological Phase I 
Sensitivity Assessment of the Proposed Burtch/Udall Homestead (VT-WN-290), 
Quechee, Windsor County, Vermont,  Sheila Charles,  February, 2000.  Vermont 
Division for Historic Preservation,  974.31 H253c. 
 
Inventory 
 
 MSA 398:1 Family papers including genealogical notes; list of real estate 

holdings; letter of guardianship of William Etheridge; transfer of 
and grain to Sophiah Udall. 

 :2 Legal documents including commission as Justice of the Peace; 
legal judgment, James Udall vs. John Hart; agreement concerning 
Udall’s brickyard; account of sale proceeds of Franklin Library, 
Albion, New York. 

 :3 Itemized receipts for goods sold by James Udall. 
 :4 Promissory notes and accounts payable by James Udall. 
 :5 Trades of goods and services; account settlements. 
 :6 Promissory notes receivable by James Udall, surnames A-E. 
 :7 _____,  F-L 
 :8 _____,  M-Z. 
 :9 Receivables of Udall to John Tracy as collector. 
 :10 Papers of other family members. 
 :11 Miscellaneous papers. 
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