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Ebenezer White (1779-1853) 
Business Papers, 1811-1845 (bulk 1834-41) 

MSA 412 
 

Introduction 
 
 This collection consists of two groups of various commercial papers from E. and 
H. S. White, a grocery business in Burlington, Vermont, owned by Ebenezer and Hiram 
S. White.  The collection was given to the Vermont Historical Society by Harry Sellery, 
Ebenezer’s great-great grandson, in 1956-1957.  A portion of the collection was 
previously filed in Misc. #1646 and was known as the Friend Adams White papers.  The 
collection was reprocessed in 2006; it is housed in an archival flip-top box and occupies 
.025 linear feet of shelf space. 
 
Biographical Sketch 
 
 Ebenezer White, son of Benjamin and Ruth White, was born July 9, 1779, in 
Templeton, Worcester County, Massachusetts.  He married Candace Smith on Feb. 14, 
1802, in Barre, Worcester County, Massachusetts.  Candace was born in Barre, 
Massachusetts on July 29, 1782, to Moses and Lydia Smith.  At the time of his marriage 
to Candace, Ebenezer was residing in Essex, Vermont.  Their first son, Horatio Nelson 
White, was born Oct. 23, 1802, in either St. Armand, Mississquoi County, Quebec or 
Burlington, Vermont (his death certificate oddly gives both as his birthplace).  Although 
the location of Horatio’s birth is uncertain, we do know that the White family settled in 
Burlington prior to 1808 because their three-year old daughter, Eliza, died there in 
August of that year. 
  

By 1833 Ebenezer was a grocer in Burlington with a store located at the corner of 
Shelburne Street (now St. Paul Street) and Cedar Street (later renamed Adams Street).   A 
significant portion of his business appears to have been the provisioning of commercial 
vessels that plied Lake Champlain.  According to an obituary in the Burlington Free 
Press, Ebenezer White died on Oct. 31, 1853, in Burlington.   His known children were 
Horatio Nelson; Eliza, born in 1805 and died at age 3; Adeline?, born ca 1808 (she may 
actually have been Ebenezer’s second wife); Eliza Ann, born 1810 and also died at age 3; 
and Hiram S., born ca 1816. 

  
The receipts found in these papers identify the payees as “E. and H. S. White.”  

1850 US Census records for Burlington show Ebenezer’s adult son Hiram S. White 
residing in his father’s household, with both men listed as grocers.  After Ebenezer’s 
death, Hiram continued in his father’s grocery business with his own son, Henry (born ca 
1841).  By 1882, Hiram, residing at 16 Elm Street in Burlington, was a farmer and fruit 
grower with 40 acres on North Avenue (Burlington), while Henry, residing at the same 
Elm Street address, was a manufacturer of lemon beer.  Hiram died in 1893 in 
Burlington.  His wife was Cynthia W. Sawyer.  During his lifetime, Hiram held various 
minor town offices and performed jobs for Burlington. 
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Ebenezer and Candace White’s most notable offspring, Horatio Nelson White, 
worked his way from cabin boy to prosperous ship owner and captain on Lake 
Champlain. On Dec. 31, 1829, he married Syrena Adams, daughter of Friend and 
Elizabeth (Stagg) Adams of Panton, Addison County, Vermont.  Friend Adams (1771-
1839) was a prominent businessman in that town, where he operated the ferry from 
Panton to Westport, New York, in addition to owning a wharf, a storehouse and store, a 
large farm and a hotel.  After his marriage, Horatio retired from the lake in 1830. In 1831 
he and his wife Syrena were farming in Ferrisburgh.  In 1834 they settled for good on a 
farm in Panton, near the Adams’ farm.  Horatio was elected as the town’s representative 
for three terms and was generally active in town affairs.  Horatio and Syrena had five 
children:  Friend Adams, Frances E., William E., George A. and Candace E. White.  
After Syrena’s death in 1876, Horatio married Mrs. Susan B. Spaulding of Rutland 
(originally of Panton) on April 13, 1880.  Captain White, as he was known, died on May 
5, 1886, in Panton at the age of 83. 
 
Scope and Content         
 
 This collection consists of two series of records: 
 

I.  Business Records.  This series, formerly known as the Friend Adams White 
papers and housed in Misc. #1646, contains several hundred papers of various sizes 
consisting mainly of bills, purchase accounts, receipts, and promissory notes.  The papers 
relate to the grocery and general merchandise business of E. & H. S. White in the 1830’s 
and 40’s in Burlington, Vermont.  Of interest among the papers are the itemized lists of 
items purchased;  a lease dated 1813, from Ebenezer Englesby to Ebenezer White, 
Burlington; a manuscript of Ebenezer T. Englesby v. Ebenezer White, in chancery, 
January, 1818; and a deed from Horatio N. White to Ebenezer and Candace White dated 
1833, Burlington.  Englesby was a prominent store owner and businessman in Burlington 
and appears to have been White’s major creditor as well as his landlord. 
 

II.  Contents of leather wallet.  This series consists of several hundred small strips 
of paper (most undated) removed from a rolled leather wallet or file that was passed 
down from Ebenezer White to his grandson, Friend Adams White of  Panton, Vermont.   
Each paper strip represents the coded accounting of a customer’s purchases over time and 
was used to calculate the total the customer owed.  Each customer appears to have run up 
a ‘tab’ and settled his account at intervals, sometimes paying in bartered services.  
White’s system consisted of recording purchases in his day books as the customer made 
them, and then totaling them up periodically.  White’s coded system was “B” for day 
book number, followed by the page number in parentheses, followed by the sum (usually 
in cents) owed in that transaction. Thus, for example, “B 3 (3) 5, (5) 2, (9) 10” on a slip 
represented transactions in book 3, page 3, 5 cents; page 5, 2 cents; and page 9, 10 cents; 
the debtor owed White 17 cents.  The slips may have been retired into the wallet when 
paid off. 
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Related Collections and Materials 
 

 The leather wallet from which the papers in series II were removed is in the 
museum collection (acc. no. 1957.30). 
 

Friend Adams Family papers, 1806-1877 (Friend Adams, 1771-1839), can be 
found in the Sheldon Museum, 1 Park Street,  Middlebury, VT  05753. 
 
Inventory 
 
I. Business records 
 
 MSA 412:1 Real estate records 
  lease, Ebenezer T. Englesby to Ebenezer White, Burlington 

5/17/1813, 
  ms mortgage for house and land from Englesby to Ebenezer White, 

4/23/1826 
  ms deed, Horatio N. White to Ebenezer and Candace White, 

Burlington, 11/6/1833   
 2 Personal expenses incurred by White family 
  receipts for rent, etc. received of Ebenezer White by Englesby and 

others 
  ms Ebenezer T. Englesby v. Ebenezer White, in chancery 1/1818 
  promissory notes incurred by Ebenezer, Horatio and Hiram White to 

Englesby and others 
  tax receipts dated 1811-1845, most arranged chronologically   
 3 Promissory notes to Ebenezer White, 1833-1845 
  arranged chronologically 
 4  Store receipts, 1830-1842 
  includes itemized lists of purchases 
  arranged chronologically 
 5  Miscellaneous account slips, most undated.   
 
II.  Contents of wallet 
 
 6 Account settlements slips, alphabetized by customer surname, A-F. 
  7 _____,  G-O.   
 8 _____,  P-Z. 
 

Marge Garfield 
April 2006 
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